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Re: The long-distance transportation of horses to slaughter in Europe

Dear Commissioner Dalli

I am writing with regard to an aspect of your portfolio which means a great deal to me: the long-distance transportation of horses to slaughter in Europe.

Every year 100,000 horses are transported long-distance to slaughter in Europe. These horses will travel for days across many Member States, passing many slaughterhouses that could take them. The conditions in which they travel – forced into tiny, inadequate spaces, without proper rest, food or water - lead to injuries, exhaustion, dehydration and stress.

Written Declaration 54/2009 has recently been adopted with 405 signatures, calling for immediate and robust enforcement and a review of the current Regulation. This Declaration was supported by MEPs, charities, the horse industry and the public across Europe. Please now carry out a review of the Regulation and introduce a short, finite journey limit and increased space allowance so that horses no longer suffer needlessly.

This is not only an unnecessary abuse of horses – it poses a serious risk to animal health. Inadequate hygiene, a lack of biosecurity and the poor condition of the horses make them very susceptible to disease. Every day, sick horses are sent across Europe to slaughter, compromising their welfare, wider horse health, and posing a serious economic threat to the horse industry. Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA or Swamp Fever) has been in the spotlight recently: this disease has been spreading across Europe for years, often along slaughter routes – recently becoming endemic in Italy. Other serious diseases which could be spread by these journeys include Salmonella, African Horse Sickness, West Nile Disease and Rabies. Some of these are zoonotic, putting both human and animal health at risk. 

There is a simple solution to all these problems: a Regulation which addresses these issues and closes existing loopholes. World Horse Welfare is campaigning for:

· The introduction of short, finite journey limits;

· The introduction of adequate space allowances which take into account the wide variety of ages, types and sizes of horse which are transported to slaughter;

· Improved welfare standards, through simple improvements to vehicle design;

· Immediate and robust enforcement. The deficiencies in the current Regulation mean that enforcement alone cannot solve these problems but it would alleviate them until an improved Regulation comes into force to finally deal with them.

These measures would protect the welfare of the horses being transported to slaughter, the health of the wider European horse population, and consumers of horsemeat. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,

Your name and signature

